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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendment (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1 -25 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-11 filed with telefax on 27.09.2004 

Drawings, Slieets 

1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation f umished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23,1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation f umished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andAor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. . 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished.. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the camcellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: . 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be refenred to under Item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations, supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and expianatipns 
see separate sheet 
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Re item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The present application relates to antigenic compositions suitable for freeze drying, spray 
drying, spray freezing drying or vacuum drying comprising an antigen within an aqueous 
medium, a carlDohydrate and optionally a presen^ative, wherein the carbohydrate is in the 
form of a derivative that exhibits acidic moieties. 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 88 09 674 A, disclosing lyophilized compositions comprising gamma interferons 
and lactobionic acid 

D2: FR A 1 594 506, disclosing iyophilised composition comprising an antiviral antigen and 
calcium lactobionate. 

Unless othenwise Indicated, reference is made to the relevant passages emphasized in the 
Intematiorial Search Report. 

The quoted prior art does not contemplate the presence of a high salt (NaCI) content in the 
solutions destined to freeze-drying or lyophilisation. The skilled person would rather avoid 
the presence of high salt quantities like those claimed in claim 1 in order not to destabilize 
the preparations. Hence, the subject matter of present claims 1-1 1 appears to be novel 
and inventive under PCT Art. 33(1 )-(3). 
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